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Stephen Smith: From American Public M edia, this is American RadioWorkdocumentary.
Ann Crehore: We were part of something bigger than just ricanaus.

In the 1970s and '80s, a generation of Americaok part in a vast social experiment. They got
on buses, and rode across racial lines.

Gwen Jackson: | could see the fear on the white students.
SonyaLee: We all learned. We were all students. We wer&idd. We could be friends.
Now the era of desegregation is ending.

Larry Gauvreau: How dare any school system say because you happgeenwhite you can or
cannot do this.

In the next hour, frommerican RadioWorksAn Imperfect Revolution: Voices from the
Desegregation Era. First this news.

[piano]

Kathleen Brose teaches piano lessons in her hauSeattle's Magnolia Hill. It's a neighborhood
of expensive houses and yards full of flowers. Bregys most of the kids here go to private
schools but she's always sent her two girls toipgbhools. Brose was mostly a stay-at-home
mom, never an activist. Until the year 2000, whendider daughter was about to start high
school.

Kathleen Brose: Not only she didn't get to go to Ballard, hesftichoice, she didn't get her
second choice of Roosevelt, she did not receivéhier choice of Nathan Hale and all these
schools are progressively farther away from ourdéom

In Seattle, you could pick any high school, unliesgas full. If too many people applied, the
district would choose students based on how fastheol was from home, or whether a sibling

already went there, or the student's race. Thedistas trying to keep a racial balance in
schools.
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Brose's daughter plays cello, and Brose says thieagailable school with an orchestra program
was far from her home, and it had a poor reputaian the popular schools didn't have room
for a white girl.

Brose: | just thought it was terribly unfair. It was @lation of our children's Constitutional
rights. | just felt that the school district neededjuit focusing on placing kids in schools based
on their skin color.

Brose took her case all the way to the U.S. Sup @met, and in June of 2007, she won.

In the next hour, aAmerican RadioWorkdocumentary, An Imperfect Revolution: Voices from
the Desegregation Era. I'm Stephen Smith.

The Seattle case is perhaps the most importanbbkdbsegregation ruling since Brown v. Board
of Education in 1954. The Brown case outlawed sgagel schools. In many cities, it led to
busing of black children to white schools and wisliédren to black schools. The 2007 ruling
largely prohibits race-based busing. It's the capesin a series of recent court decisions rolling
back Brown. Around the country, even before thetkeease, judges were throwing out busing
plans, and schools were falling back into segregati

[lockers slamming, school sounds]
Like in Louisville, Kentucky.

Central High School, in Louisville, has a long fiteoh of serving a mostly black neighborhood
near downtown. But the Louisville school system wagsing some African-American students
away from Central so the school wouldn't be moeath0 percent black.

Deborah Stallworth: What is this student assignment that says yowlardy so many colored
children can be in a school? Didn't we get ridhattback in the '50s or something like that?

Deborah Stallworth and some other African Ameriparents sued the school district when their
kids couldn't get into Central. In 2000, they wbiow, the school is mostly black. Deborah
Stallworth says that's fine with her. Her son ddeseed to sit next to a white child to learn.

Stdlworth: That's one of the things that people say altihe, well the NAACP fought to have
integration, and | don't think that's what we faufgr. | think we fought for better schools; the
actual buildings, books, materials, that type afghl don't think we ever fought to be mixed
with white children. | don't think that was eveetissue.

School district surveys showed most parents likedidville's school assignment plan. But a few
years after the black parents' lawsuit, a white ook the district to court when her child
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couldn't get into the school she wanted. The Supi@ourt heard her case along with the Seattle
case. And it struck down Louisville's desegregafitan, too.

The Supreme Court decision says schools arouncbtirgry may still try to promote diversity,
but it doesnt say how they can do that if thegtreallowed to consider a student's race.

[music]

A generation of Americans rode buses out of theighborhoods and across racial lines. Now,
busing is vanishing around the country; and in spiraees, the change is dramatic, like in
Charlotte, North Carolina. Once, Charlotte hadpautation as the city that made busing work.
Now, Charlotte offers a picture of what may be cognn other American cities.

Valda Jones: I'm looking at the entire country's school sy ste#ing segregated again. | mean
that's really what it's going to boil down to.

Valda Jones lives in Charlotte. She was in middtee| when busing started, and she was sent
to a white school. Valda Jones says the peopleappose busing ignore the sacrifice her
generation made.

Jones: It's like it was all for nothing. We're goingéad up where we started. Why did we have
to go through that? We were called some names athddme things thrown at us. And we did
some things too that shouldnt have been donewBull learned that the bottom line was we
were all students, we were all kids, we could benfis.

Many people who lived through school desegregat@nit changed them forever.

Producers Kate Ellis and Catherine Winter went har®tte. They talked with people who were
on the buses when two races that had been keptlgplw were forced together by law.

Catherine Winter narrates our story.

Catherine Winter: When you ask people in Charlotte, North Caradibhaut school
desegregation, they're likely to tell you about Bmston visit.

[yearbook page turning]

Haywood: This is from the 1975 West Charlotte yearbookl iis about the Boston visit.
Mitchdl: We decided that we would invite the student cddraom South Boston High School
to come to West Charlotte for a week and see wiealvere doing. Boston was having some

struggles but West Charlotte, it seemed like WdsdrlBtte the integration was going fine and
could this be the model.
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Haywood: And so they came. And with them came the largesdia group you've ever seen in
your life.

NBC Boston affiliate: When the Boston students arrived at the Charlatpert last night, they
were given a festive greeting but the purpose eif thsit is quite serious.

Busing was causingriots in Boston, and the Bostadents wanted to find out how Charlotte
had managed to get past the turmoil so quickly pigeaho grew up in Charlotte love to tell how
Southerners taught Northerners about race relations

Arthur Griffin: | think people were proud of the fact that wentidhave the same level of
violence.

Arthur Griffin's a lawyer in Charlotte. He spent @€ars on the school board. Griffin says
Charlotte residents shouldn't congratulate therasdlwo much for being the city that made
busing work; he says that's too simple.

Griffin: Because we fought busing. This wonderful commuifought school desegregation
tooth and nail.

Schools in Charlotte were separate by law whenukr@riffin was growing up in the 1950s.
Schools were part of the system of Jim Crow lawanheo keep the races separate: separate
drinking fountains, separate waiting rooms, lawaiagt mixed marriage. Arthur Griffin was

born in a colored hospital and went to colored sthde says the separate school systems were
not equal.

Griffin: We just knew we were getting hand-me-down bowksknew we were getting hand me
down band uniforms. Meyers Park had the origind IBtuff, the word processing, the
electronic typewriters, card-punch stuff in thaissiness courses. At our high schools, they had
manual ty pewriters.

Around the country, black schools were poor cousinghite schools. Some had no indoor
toilets, no gym, no cafeteria, not enough bookgataround. Arthur Griffin remembers when
people started talking about integration.

Griffin: It wasn't a sense of white kids having to sitide$®lack kids and black kids having to
sit beside white kids. It was a simple notion a¥égme the same stuff that these kids over here
are receiving."

That was one of the arguments that persuaded he®e Court to outlaw segregated schools.

In 1954, in the landmark decision Brown v. Board=oiucation, the court said separate schools
were inherently unequal. But three years later glshacross the south were still segregated.
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News report: Do you think the Negro students ever will gehere?
| think they'll get in here but | don't know hownlpthey'll live after they do get in here.

When a few black children were allowed to enrolMhite schools, violence erupted. In Little
Rock, Ark., federal troops with bayonets guardegtbistudents as they entered Central High
School. Police held protestors back on the sidesvalk

Arkansas newscast from 1957: | just dont feel they have a right to go to sahtere.
Well why do you feel they dont have a right?

Because in the first place I'm a Southerner | was b Southerner and I'm gonna die a
Southerner. Amen. They got no business out heris.i lour school; they've got theirs, they
have their own.

That same year, 1957, the first black students al&reed into white schools in Charlotte. It
had been three years since the Brown decisiortheuschool district only let in four African-
American students. Dorothy Counts was the onlykid@adent entering Harding High School.
She was 15 years old. There's a famous photo af&élking up to the school in a plaid dress
with a long white bow down the front. She's surmbeshby a mob of white people. Some are
yelling and some are laughing. Her mouth is setheswalks forward.

[outside Harding High School]

The school is still there, 50 years later, and BlyrdCounts Scoggins lives nearby. She's in her
60s now.

Dorothy Counts Scoggins: When | came here this was the auditorium, and tiosvis the
entranceway. That's where the street was barricaded

It's a windy afternoon with athunderstorm brewingrothy Counts Scoggins stands in front of
the school and tells the story she's told hundoédignes over the years.

Scoggns: Well, the people were lined up on both sideshefdtreet and a lot of kids were in the
yards and on the porches. And then of course thasea group called "the white citizens group
which was led by a Ms. Warlick and she was yeltim the kids, "Don't let her in she doesn't
need to be there,” and that's when the kids wdlirgat me. You know, they spat on me, and
they were throwing rocks and they were throwingaicd they were throwing all kinds of debris
at me as | was walking down the street.

Dorothy Counts didn't have a police escort or Naid@uard troops. She walked into the
building alone. That was a short day at school.géthéner schedule and went home. The next
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day, a Friday, she was sick, and everyone thoughhad given up and wasn't coming back. So
on Monday, there weren't any protesters outsidestheol. But inside, the students pushed her
and shoved her in the hallways. The teachers waddthon her.

Scoggns: So when | went home that day, you know, my dag@sne how did it go and | just
said to him | said, "things will get better. Onbey get to know who | am then things will get
better."

The next day, Tuesday, some boys spat in her liBelon Wednesday, Dorothy planned to
avoid the cafeteria by going home for lunch.

Scoggns: My brother came to pick me up. And so, when | eamtside and | stood and my
brother's car was parked right there, and this aindight here, was shattered in a million
pieces, and he was sitting in the car. And thatesicane, and that was the first time | ever really
felt fear because now, it's not just me. It's myifa

Dorothy Counts Scoggins says she still wanteditk gtout at Harding High, she wanted to
pave the way for other black children. But her ptsdeared for her safety, and they pulled her
out of the school. She'd been at Harding for fay<d

For years afterward, only a few black children waltewed into white schools. Across the
South, school boards responded to the Brown dedsjcenacting so-called "freedom of choice"

plans. Under freedom of choice, black families dapply to have their children go to white
schools.

David Goldfield: You went through a lengthy application processds much worse than
applying for a bank loan. | mean it was really urstive.

Civil rights historian David Goldfield.

Goldfied: And then you went for an interview to see if woere the right family for the
freedom of choice, and, as you might imagine unbiersystem, not too many black kids got
into white schools. And that of course was theiiag the suit of Darius Swann and his family.

Darius Swann was a black Presbyterian ministenwei@ed his 6-year old son James to go to the
nearby white school. But the district said no: Jameuld have to go to a black school. So
Darius Swann sued.

It was 1965. The civil rights movement was at iglp. It was two years since the march on
Washington and Martin Luther King's "I Have a Dréapeech. Congress had passed the Civil
Rights Act, but many schools were still segregatredind the country. In Charlotte, North
Carolina, the great majority of black childrenlstitended all-black schools. The few who went
to white high schools had some hard and lonelys;ear
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Like Gwen Jackson. She's a counselor at North Mabkirg High School. The school's out on
the north end of the county, in a suburb of Chilthat's growing fast. Years ago, she went to
North Mecklenburg High herself.

Gwen Jackson: And when | went to North Meck we were called toentry hick school. It was
all farmland, all of this area, all these new hesusere all farmland, so we were the country hick
school.

Gwen Jackson's family lived in a small black comityia few minutes drive from here. She
grew up going to black schools, but when she wabkear/th grade, her dad applied for her and
her brother to go to white schools. Gwen Jacksan ave of seven African-American students in
a junior high with about 700 white kids.

Jackson: Seven blacks in the entire school, and it wadiffioult. Oh gosh, it was so hard. The
kids didn't want us there, they didn't understambidn't understand what was going on truly but
they didnt want us there. They picked at us, tkeged us, they called us names when we
walked down the hall. It's hot in here.

It's not really very hot, but Gwen Jackson stastah herself, and then she starts to cry.
[crying]
She says she's sumprised by her own tears. Shghth®lie was over this.

Jackson: Okay let me see if | can finish this, okay. Tmdyovhites, | was not raised around
whites, so the only time | would see them wouldnbihe store in the marketplace or things of
that nature, so it was totally new. And to go framsituation where you were somewhat popular
into a situation where you were like the scum @& ¢hrth, it was tough. Okay, I'm going to talk
about something else first. Let me talk about ngtloer. Because he was such a good athlete
that it was just so totally different watching hifay and how they respected him. | remember at
a basketball game, he was really good in basketirwdk then they would have like a cooler and
they would have like a dipper, and everybody walrldk out of the same dipper, and he would
drink, they would drink, and it was just amazingt® that they just accepted him because he
played ball so well. I mean they would literallyirde out of the same dipper! | was proud
because that was one shining spot that | had tmgbat he was accepted.

The next year, black schools were closed in Gweksaa's neighborhood, so more African-
American children came to her middle school. Thedry a federal judge issued a ruling in the
Swann case. He said Charlotte had to do more tisangt some students switch schools. It must
actively break down the system of segregation.eSthe city's neighborhoods were segregated,
children must be bused from one neighborhood tohemnoThe school board appealed, but while
it waited for the Supreme Court decision, the bimsgmn to roll. And people got angry.
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WBT V: Carmel Road and Quail Hollow Junior Highs wetelyi vandalism causing an
estimated $40,000 in damages. At Carmel Road,dreedl busing" signs were smeared over the
walls in purple paint and glue.

Some parents refused to send their children todcReople called in bomb threats to school
officials' homes. It must have been hard not te tilem seriously. The lawyer who represented
the Swann family had the windows of his house blawiby a bomb, and his office was set on
fire.

WBTV News in Charlotte did a retrospective a y degrebusing began:

WBT V: Fighting erupted in some schools. There werealiing incidents on buses, rock
throwing incidents were reported. But it was thalshts themselves who found a peaceful
solution to many of the disputes. Thus began awmawve of events in the schools: the love-ins.
The first happened at Meyers Park High School, ekeores of black and white students joined
hands forming a huge circle of friendship.

"Both races can get along. We can do things, asdgmothing but true love we have over here
at Meyers Park Senior High School this year."

The video shows kids in afros and bell bottoms ingltiands in a field and grinning.

Gwen Jackson says things got better at her schitotine infusion of black students, but kids
weren't sitting around singing Kumbaya.

Jackson: It was like boom, it was, all the halls were ntal the classes were mixed. It was
good for me to have them there but | could sedddreon the white students to have so many
black kids there.

Gwen Jackson says even after widespread integraamy of the white teachers still treated the
black kids badly. After she graduated, she wera Ibtack college. She says she loved it there,
away from white people. But then she married a mahe military, and she was thrown in with
white people again.

Jackson: One day | woke up and | had a best friend theat avevhite girl. | was in Germany. Her
husband and my husband were stationed over thgethiey. And we were friends, and then one
day | realized she was my best friend and thatamesw~vakening for me to know that | could
trust her. And that was because of segregatioricandd integration. Not to trust white people.
But now I'm better.

In 1970, that first year of "forced integration,any people in Charlotte hoped that busing would
end once the Supreme Court had weighed in. Aroned¢dountry, there was opposition to
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busing. President Nixon opposed it. His adminigtrafiled a friend of the court brief in the
Swann case from Charlotte, urging the court to nsdeely on integration.

But the court had lost patience with waiting fongals to integrate on their own.

Walter Cronkite, CBS News: A unanimous supremetctnday affirmed the principle of busing
school children to desegregate schools. The dectme in four cases, the main one involving
Charlotte, in M ecklenberg County North Carolina.

In April of 1971, the Supreme Court upheld Chas&tusing order.

Danid Schorr, CBS News: The effects of this decision are almost incalbldaHundreds of
desegregation plans north and south will have tebised and because of the millions of dollars
and the tide of emotion involved, some fear a serislow to support for public education.

Daniel Schorr CBS News at the Supreme Court.

Stephen Smith: You're listening to An Imperfect Revolution, frokmerican RadioWorkd'm
Stephen Smith.

In the wake of the Swann decision from Charlotidges around the country began ordering
school districts to bus students across racias lifeom San Francisco to Richmond, Virginia,
children climbed onto buses and rode across towarerfs of both races were frightened and
angry. In some cities, white protestors lined tireets. They threw rocks and bricks at busloads
of black children. There were riots in Boston artthAta and Louisville, Kentucky.

[rioting sounds]

Louisville news archive: The street violence that accompanied the stacboit-ordered busing

in Louisville was quick to subside. But this metraidschool desegregation appears to have
produced more negative than positive results. Aamgsofficials are ad mitting that they did not
anticipate the depth of the reaction that hasrssinice schools opened nearly two months ago.
Thousands of white parents pulled their childrenafuhe public schools, or moved out of cities
where busing had been ordered. But in CharlottetiNGarolina, moving to the suburbs didn't
help. The suburbs and the city were all part oflange school district. White parents had to put
their kids in private school, or put them on the.bu

Coming up after a short break, white students entestorically black high school.

To learn more about school desegregation, andaestour own story, visit our Web site,
AmericanRadioWorks.org.

Our program continues in just a moment, from An@riPublic M edia.
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Part 2

Stephen Smith: From American Public Media, you're listening tofanerican RadioWorks
documentary, An Imperfect Revolution: Voices frame Desegregation Era. I'm Stephen Smith.

A new ruling from the United States Supreme Cowrains the end of many school
desegregation plans around the country. But evimréothe ruling, judges in many cities were
ordering an end to busing, and schools were beapnartially segregated again.

One striking example of resegregation is Charlatitath Carolina. It's a painful change for
some Charlotte residents; they were proud of iiegity that made busing work.

Back in the 1970s after the Supreme Court upheltlGtte's busing order, many residents
decided to stop fighting integration. CD Spanglasva wealthy businessman who sat on the
school board. He grew up in Charlotte, but he $&ydidn't realize until he was an adult that the
schools black children went to weren't as goochasathite schools.

CD Spangler: And so it became time that that be rectified oitg like Charlotte. Not only was
it morally wrong to have these discrepancies bad @lwas unwise for future business activities.

Spangler worried racial turmoil would discouragsibesses from investing in Charlotte. He put
his own daughters on the bus to what had beenck high school. Today, he insists that wasnt
a sacrifice. But a lot of people in Charlotte sd&y Spangler's example persuaded other white
families to keep their kids in the public schoalsd to try to make desegregation work.

Catherine Winter continues our story.

Catherine Winter: When busing started in Charlotte, it was the firme many children had
ever spent time with someone of another race. &8iar mixing had always happened in certain
circles. Well-off white families had intimate rel@iships with the black people who worked for
them. Ann Davant Crehore grew up in Charlotte m'@®s and '70s.

Ann Davant Crehore: We had couple of black women that worked for iiemwwe | was little,
they took care of us, fed us, gave[ine] best bath you ever had in your life. My grandptsen
had a cook named Annie and so | grew up just lothege people. They were just like a part of
our family.

Still, Ann Crehore says going to a mixed-race stheade her discover that she had ideas about
race she didn't like to see in herself. She remesrdobad day in middle school

Davant Crehore: | really have sort of debated about whether idhes story or not, but when |

was at Piedmont | had braces and got elbowed imtheh by a boy in shop class. My lip
started to bleed so | went to the bathroom to veaghmy mouth, and there were couple of girls
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in there who had no business being in there, thesewort of the "bad girls” you know, one was
white, one black, they asked me what was wrong. Wuast casually said, "Oh, some black guy
hit me in the mouth.”

The two girls were so offended by her choice ofdgathat they started to beat her up. Ann
Crehore escaped from the bathroom. Today, shelsithett at those girls. She still feels bad
about what she said.

Davant Crehore: Why didnt | say, "Jim hit me in the mouth"? WHiln't | use his name? He
had a name. If it'd been some white guy, wouldviehgaid, " Some white guy hit me in the
mouth"? Probably not. So it just taught me valudédson about choosing words. So when my
kids would come home from school and start telirga story, if they said, "This black girl," or
"This black boy," or whatever, I'd say, "What ddas color of his skin have to do with this
story?" And they'd say, "Well nothing." And I'd sayVell, then | don't need to know what color
his skin is."

When Ann Crehore reached high school in 1976, sieebwsed to West Charlotte High. West
Charlotte had been a black high school before degatgon, and a lot of white parents refused
to send their kids there. They put their kids iiv@te schools. But Ann Crehore gets tears in her
eyes when she remembers how much she loved WedbtdaShe calls it "almost a utopia,” a
mix of black and white kids who were in the samésland on the same teams.

Davan Crehore: Not all of the teams, obviously, the footballiteavas probably predominately
black, and the soccer team was predominately wiitiey ou know we all showed up to football
games, we all stood next to each other. We allreldle&Ve had great school pride. I just
remember, very fondly, not saying us versus themas just us. It was we.

[West Charlotte's school cheer]

Three old friends from West Charlotte High.

Tim Gibbs.

Tim Gibbs: West Charlotte High School class of 1978.

He's a city planner now.

Eric Montgomery.

Eric Montgomery: Class of 1983.

Voted most likely to succeed. He's a lawyer for BahAmerica now.
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And Sonya Lee.

Sonya Lee: Class of 1980 Lions, very proud.

Sonya Lee was Miss West Charlotte, and queen afi@tels Carousel Parade. She beat girls
from all the other high schools.

Montgomery: She was the prettiest girl in the school.

West Charlotte was the only historically African-Arican high school in Charlotte that stayed
open through integration. This is a sore point widmy black people. When integration came,
black schools were closed throughout the SoutltkBleachers and ad ministrators were sent to
white schools and often demoted, but West Chariatiged open. People in the African
American community were proud of that school. Bfiontgomery played football for West
Charlotte.

Montgomery: When we played there, we'd look up in the stapdeple there from '30s and
'40s, still coming to football games, and stillgaful for West Charlotte, making sure West
Charlotte was successful.

People who went to West Charlotte after it intezplagay it was the best high school in town.
School officials wanted to make sure white studerdsld be willing to attend, so the school
offered a wealth of advanced classes and activifiest Charlotte won sports tournaments. It
had the coolest band. West Charlotte cheerleadetd stack themselves in the highest pyramid.

Sonya Lee.

Lee: It felt like a level playing field. In other wosdit doesn't matter what your race was or what
community you grew up in. You always felt like ybad a fair chance whether you were trying
out for cheerleader, student government, the didoig whatever it was. The best people got
the job.

People who went to West Charlotte say it wasnfigaerThere were still black tables and white
tables in the lunchroom. But you could switch tableyou wanted to.

Some West Charlotte grads say they got so useaktorelations between the races that they
were surprised when they went out into the commuaiitd found it wasn't like that. Several

people told the story of the skating party. It vegsarty at the end of the season for the boys and
girls' basketball teams, black kids and white kifisme of the black kids arrived at the roller rink
together, and they weren't allowed in. They wele itavas full. Sonya Lee was there.

Lee: And we're out in the parking lot, oh, man it'#,fand then some of the white kids came on
the basketball team and they're like, "What do gnaan it's full? Surely it's not full.” Well they
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went down, and they let them in. They came rigliklaut and they told us, it is not even full,
there's hardly anybody in there. They were moreetigmn we were. When we got to school the
next week, the FBI came and interviewed all of us.

Sonya Lee says shortly after that, the skatingwiak shut down.

Lee: But it's because the white kids were brave enoogjo and see what was going on and they
told. Because they didn't appreciate the fact Weatouldn't go in the skating rink, and that was
1980.

Again and again people say this: The kids in ti®sls had an easier time with integration than
the adults that surrounded them. Eric Montgomems sia his years of being bused, the only time
he can recall racial tension is when the minisdRiestswas on TV in 1977.

Montgomery: It was the first time on TV you really got aniohs look into slavery and it had a
huge impact on everybody's lives both black andevhi

[clip from Roots]

James Mitchdl: | did not watchRoots | was scared it was going to hurt my relationshigth
my white friends.

James Mitchell is a Charlotte city councilor. Hadpated from West Charlotte High in 1980.

Mitchel: I'm probably one of the only black folks you knoldn't watchRootsbecause | was
scared that | would get angry. "Why you look at ya) think I'm Kunta? You know!" And you
know.. | didn't watchRoots Because | think what | had was great and it'©stniike, | didn't
want to deny my past but I'm like, okay that'sdmgt let me keep it. | got to build on what's
now.

James Mitchell remembers getting on well with wiaibel black classmates. He says at West

Charlotte, over the lunch hour, black and whitedstus would get together and dance in a room
they called The Dungeon.

Mitchel: There was a jukebox. It was just aplace, ang theuld say, "Wait a minute, what are
you doing, what you call that?" Say, "That's thenpu’ "Show me the bump!" We would have a
Soul Train line, you saw black kids white kids, gieody bumping. You know then we would
laugh and say "No, no, no, no, more rhythm. Hithipes! No! You being too gentle.” And they
would, some of them would turn red like, "What ymogan, move more hip? | can't move more
hip." But, you know. It isnt a place like blacklprsign, white only sign, like, hey Dungeon! All
right! You all ready to party? Let's go party.
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Inside the school, black and white kids dancedttwage Outside, it was a different story.
Mitchell remembers feeling sort of under siege &sWCharlotte, as though some people in the
city were hoping the experiment of mixing the rasesild fail. He says people from other
schools, even parents from other schools, callééest Chocolate High.

Mitchdl: It didn't make us mad. That was the interestimgg It did not make us mad. It's
almost like it made us raise our bar and say, "G#engoing to show you, you call us West
Chocolate High? OK. We going to show you what W&ssbcolate High is about." Carousel,
band competition, we'd always win.

Other former students have said the same thingnbking West Charlotte succeed was their
act of adolescent rebellion. Mitchell says blac# arhite kids studied at each other's houses,
they skipped class together. He remembers thetiingthe saw a mixed race couple at West
Charlotte.

Mitchel: And to me that could have been a good exampleayfing "No no, now you done
cross over the line. We don't mind, you know, stagyvith you, playing ball, but now you
talking about dating. You crossed the line." |dvier forget, Dare M organ, class of '80, she was
dating a guy Dana Berry, class of '79. We called Giooberry. Gooberry say I'm bringing a date
and it was a dance, we was supposed to have a dfhecéhe basketball game. And he walked
in holding Dare's hand. Now the true test, it wessdtares, whoa. And then it was like, "All

right. Let's start dancing.”

That was more than 20 years ago. The kids who teatigh West Charlotte High in the '70s
and '80s are grown up and have kids of their owanyof them say going to an integrated high
school changed who they grew up to be.

[baseball game]
Lou Trosch: That's a hit.. Way to hit Louie!!

Lou Trosch cheers for his son, Lou Jr. The baséledll is outside his son's junior high,
Randolph Junior High. Lou Trosch went to this sdhmmself, in the late '70s. He lived in the
neighborhood. At the time, other white kids weradxlin from a suburb called M atthews, and
black kids were bused in from a community calleteown. They didnt get along.

Trosch: So there was some racial tension at this schbehw was here. If my attitudes had just
been shaped by what | witnessed here, well, it drotube good.

Lou Trosch says what did shape his attitudes wizg) gm to West Charlotte High. His white

friends who were assigned to West Charlotte flgalrbeate schools. But Lou Trosch's parents
insisted that he go. They said it was the rightgho do.
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Trosch: West Charlotte was probably the first time | ga@ople actually mixing together and
hanging out with each other and doing things togreth

| think my senior year there were two white guydlombasketball team and our coach, who was
African American, would mix us up alot. The otlgay was Lex and I'm Lou. He'd go "Lex, get
in the game.” Then he'd look, "No, not you, Lou, Oyu get in the game, no, Lex." So it was
good. When | first started again, it's not utog, name was white boy. That was when | first
started. It started out probably there was an salde but well, by the time | was on the team
they didnt call me white. | mean, the other teéha we would play against would say guard
that white boy or whatever but, my teammates catied_ou.

Lou Trosch says goingto West Charlotte changed kéhbecame when he grew up.
[courtroom]
Trosch: You want to go back to detention? Then what do geed to do?

Today Lou Trosch is a judge in juvenile court. Oreeent afternoon, he had a courtroom full of
teenagers and parents, probation officers andlswociaers.

Trosch: Can you hold yourself together? You think you.cdmyou're not goingto act a fool
next week.

Judge Trosch says the time he spent at West Cieairifiiences how he is a judge, how he

listens to other points of view. He feels so stipradpout it that he has trouble explaining it. His
eyes fill with tears. He says he didn't expectitgllabout West Charlotte to make him cry.

Trosch: I'm thinking how to say i. I'm struggling to gdtis into words. What | keep trying to
tell y'all is, it's, the reason West Charlotteasdifferent, or affected people, affected me
profoundly, | can't speak for other people, was thaas a place that everywhere else is not.

Lou Trosch says West Charlotte taught him two seginicontradictory things. The first was
that race was a big deal, and the second was thatteough race was a big deal, people of
different races could get along. He'd like his duds to go to a high school with a racial mix
like the one he went to, but that's much hardetaton Charlotte today. It isnt the same town.
[outside Trosch's chambers]

There's a balcony near Judge Trosch's chamberscarosee across downtown Charlotte.
Everywhere are shiny new office towers and up szabelos.
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Trosch: The growth is unbelievable. If you look on thides there was one big building. You
see the building straight in front of us, with thlee crane? That was the only big building in
town. All of the rest of that is new.

Charlotte's a boom town. It's got new banks andhlesses. It's got professional sports teams and
sprawling suburbs that it never had when Lou Trasgah in school. The population has more
than doubled since he was a kid. A lot of Charlstkengtime residents say that's changed
everything. They say the new people don't app e@tarlotte’s history. The newcomers moved
here from places where their kids could go to nswghood schools. They didn't understand
about busing. And today, in the city that made mgigiork, busing is gone.

Larry Gauvreau: How dare any school system say because you happgeenwhite you can or
cannot do this.

Larry Gauvreau publishes The Rhinoceros Times iariGtte. It's a conservative weekly that
covers local politics.

Gauvreau: We're kind of the Fox News if you will for weekjyrint publications.

Larry Gauvreau has a reputation as a loose cahurhe got elected to the school board, and a
lawsuit he filed helped end busing in Charlotte.

Gauvreau and his family moved to the Charlotte srd®94. He says he knew Charlotte bused
kids, and he didn't approve.

Gauwreau: And we were offended that The Charlotte Obsemauld print a full page
supplement, and show the racial balance of alstheols. M oving down from Washington
D.C., Northern Virginia we'd open that up, and werevdisgusted. | mean, we thought we were
in South Africa, | mean this is apartheid goingaosrsomething.

But Gauvreau wasn't moved to do anything abountil the year the oldest of his three children
was ready to start school.

Gauvreau: And then when | got the little thing in the m#iht says "By the way, your son
cannot go to this school because of the racianzalaumbers,” | said, "That's it."

Gauvreau asked a judge to throw out the court omtpriring Charlotte to bus its students. He
joined another dad who was already suing; his daunghdn't get into a magnet school because
she was white. That dad was a recent arrival irrlGtte too.

In court, the school district argued that busing waod for kids. Thirty years before, the district
had fought against busing. Now it fought to keepihg But the district lost.
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ABC News: A federal judge in North Carolina has ruled ttieg Charlotte North Carolina school
system may not use race as a factor in any dedisioakes about operating the school system.

Among other things, no more busing students toashautside their neighborhood in order to
integrate schools rather than allow segregation.

It was similar to rulings in other cities. The jedgaid Charlotte had successfully desegregated
its schools, so it didn't have to bus anymoreatt,fit wasn't allowed to bus kids based on their
race anymore. That would be discrimination.

The problem was, in places like Charlotte, neighbods had never desegregated. So when the
city went back to a system of neighborhood schaibtegant many schools were nearly all
black, or nearly all white.

Gauwreau: So what? And that sounds harsh, because thissetimal America is "Well, we can't
be all black or we can't be all white because téatinds us of the past.”

Larry Gauvreau says times have changed. The Jinv €igns are gone and busing isn't needed.
Besides, he says busing never achieved its goals.

Gauwreau: We've got a huge problem in public education. Mily achievement is still in the
dumps, it just is, so that's what I'm saying. kriaworked.

Some African American people agree with Larry Gaaur Busing didn't work. And it cost too
much, too much money and too much heartache.

[drumming]

That's the Greenville Combined Youth Orchestrapoatticing on a spring afternoon. African
American kids thump on drums and march up and diwersidewalk in front of a community
center. Pops Sadler is directing. He and his witgiMopened this center to try to do something
for the people in this neighborhood. Families dapdn for help, and sometimes for food

Marie Sadler: Y'all may have one cupcake. You have to ask yaoiher.

Marie and Pops Sadler managed to find computerdaokls for kids to use here. They want
kids in the neighborhood to succeed in school,Rmas Sadler says busing didn't help.

Pops Sadler: Matter of fact, in some instances it hurt usutt our children. All the problems

that our children are having now, they didn't hage ears ago when they were in the segregated
schools.

In fact, Pops Sadler says segregated schools lizxaatages.
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Sadler: We'd get a chance to preserve our history, teaclkids about our heritage. | guess I'd
welcome academic segregation if it is going to amkahe quality of life for our kids.

Marie Sadler says busing wasn't worthless. Kids whre bused got opportunities for
scholarships and jobs they wouldn't have had otiserw

Marie Sadler: But had those things been in our schools it whalde been | think a lot better.

Pops Sadler: When busing started here, we had a lot of Afriéamericans that was for it they
just believed that the resources are over thers,dend them over there to get it. We're going to

put them where the resources. Bus the money. Das'bur kids, bus the money to where our
kids are.

It's an argument that comes up a lot when peofdebmut school desegregation. There's no
guestion busing was hard, and that it was hardélamk families than white families. Black
children were much more likely to be bused outheifirt neighborhoods. Why not bus the money
instead of the children?

Arthur Griffin: It doesn't work. Hasn't worked anywhere in Aneeric
Former Charlotte school board member Arthur Griffin

Griffin: Conceptually it sounds great. But think for a neanabout the notion that education is
about more than reading and writing. It's about eitship. How do you get hope? How do you
get inspiration and aspiration out of busing money ?

Research bears out Arthur Griffin's opinion. Whiee Supreme Court heard the recent
desegregation cases from Louisville and Seattleertiwan 500 social scientists filed a friend of
the court brief presenting research on the effetschool integration. The brief said kids who
go to integrated schools tend to have less racgligice, and it said integration has improved
school achievement for African American students.

Gary Orfidd: There's nothing magic about sitting next to atevihild, but there is a
tremendous difference between being in a middiesa&hool and high poverty school.

Desegregation expert Gary Orfield points out thisgration doesn't just mix races, it also mixes
social classes, and schools where there are &oiddle class parents tend to be better schools.
More affluent parents won't put up with poor teash&lore affluent kids encourage their
classmates to do well and go on to college. OrBalgs schools where most of the kids are black
or Latino tend also to be schools where most kidgpaor.

Orfield: If you look at these highly concentrated imposileed minority high schools, those are
the country's drop-out factories: a few hundredsthwhere most of the kids never graduate
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from high school and almost nobody is prepareaéiiege. These are places that just destroy
people's lives. And to think that we know how tai@ge this with just putting some money into
them is thinking something that simply is not true.

In other words, as the Supreme Court said 50 yaggErsseparate can never be equal.
[West Charlotte High hallway]
Here's West Charlotte High School today.

At lunchtime, kids pick up chicken sandwiches aikkp in the cafeteria. Nearly everyone is

black. Most of these kids are so poor that theyétéing this lunch for free, or at a discount. John
Modest is principal of West Charlotte.

John Modest: | think that has been one of the side effecteségregation. You end up with
schools that are extremely high needs.

High needs means a lot of the kids at West Chart@h't do the schoolwork.

Modest: We have students who are coming to West Chanelitz aren't prepared for high
school. Sixty-seven percent of our students culreatid below the 9th grade level.

Some people who graduated from West Charlotteaatéssee what's become of it. Some of
them are trying to raise money for the school,eove as mentors for the kids. Councilman
James Mitchell comes to campus because he hasygeéiere, and he talks with the students.

Mitchdl: Now a lot of them recognize me just cause of pelected official, say "Hey
councilman! Hey councilman! Yeah!"

Mitchell says he asks the guys not to wear theikgpso low.

Mitchel: Because | say if you wear your pants down, adl efidden your academics going
come down. Your academics come down your attitoitggdo come down. | say think about it
everything's going down, | need you to pull them il your attitude up, pull your grades up.

Today at West Charlotte, Principal John M odestegting with some business leaders to try to
get them to help the school. He's bringing alofeyatop students, like Isaiah Scott. Isaiah is
president of the student body. He says it's sbigible to get a good education at West Charlotte.
But he says the students are missing out on gdtiikgow people of other races.

Isaiah Scott: One of my friends is Asian. He's actually HmoYigu know you don't meet too

many Hmongs. But you know he told me about hisucaland his religion. If | ever meet
another Hmong | can speak to them. | know how gl of are, and it's going to be a huge

Copyright ©2007 American Public Media ®. All rights reserved. No quotes from the materias contained herein may be
used inany media without attribution o American Public Media. This transcript may not be reproducedin whde or in part
without prior written permission. For further information, please contact permissions@americanpublicmedia.org.



PUBLIC MEDIA American RadioWorks-

advantage if | go on an interview with someone different race, they're not going to
intimidate me. If | had grown up around all AfricAmericans my entire life, | might not have
that same advantage.

Isaiah's friend Patrick Jones is meeting with thegimess people, too. Patrick takes Advanced
Placement classes. He hopes he can help pull up GMeslotte's test scores.

Patrick Jones: And sort of right now with the position my scha®in a lot of the administrative
staff is depending on us to try to turn arounddibeation the school is in, so we try to do the
best we can for the better good of our school.

Patrick wants a future in law or in music. He'slisaxophone band and he plays at his church.
[church music]

It's a big, beautiful church, packed on a Sundaynmg with people all dressed up. Women in
hats and girls in frilly ankle socks and little baghers in white gloves. Nearly everyone is black.
After all these years of school desegregationpmesways, Charlotte, North Carolina has
remained stubbornly segregated. People of diffesses work together and have lunch together.
But they still tend to live in neighborhoods witkgple of their own race, and go to church with
people of their own race. Patrick's mother, Valolae$, chooses to come to this black church.
But she still thinks schools should be mixed.

Valda Jones: We're not going learn to be tolerant of one aantAnd to be patient and
understanding of one another if we never see edw.o

Valda Jones and her husband, Patrick Sr., weralliosewhite school when they were in
middle school. They resented it. But when they we@lthrough the doors, they discovered the
equipment the white kids had that they didn't.

Valda: We were amazed.

Patrick: Amazed. The books.

Valda: We were just in awe. Even in the cafeteria, thess a jukebox, and we were lifgdaps
hand on tablejmusic? During lunch? A jukebox?

Patrick: Not to share a book with her, to have my own bk didn't have to share these
books, she didn't have to take it home one nigien i could get it the next night, then turn the
work in the following day.
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Valda Jones says being bused taught her she comidate with white kids. She found out she
was just as good at school. Just as good at caeerlg And eventually, she made friends with
white people.

Valda: We would bring white friends home. | went overthe cheerleaders' houses for dinner
when we didn't want to come home because we hatna,cand you subsequently teached your
parents to be tolerant. You know I, we walked, me &here was two other African American
friends of mine, walked in the door with the hebhderleader who was white, and it was like,
their parents say, "OK." And that's going to be ibsve go back to segregating the schools.

Schools around the country are already less irtemthan they were during the 1980s.
Segregation has been increasing for two decaddghamew Supreme Court ruling is likely to
accelerate that trend. Under the ruling, schodridts may still try to make their schools diverse.
But they can't try to achieve diversity by assigids to schools based on their race. They can
try building schools that straddle neighborhooddifférent races, or using magnet schools to
draw people across racial lines. But research stibese methods dont work as well as busing.

Some people who supported busing had hoped thabuthat kind of deliberate mixing
wouldn't be needed. We'd be an integrated sodBaiy Lou Trosch says people don't seem to
mix unless they're pushed into it. He's the Wesdrlotte grad who's a judge now.

Judge Trosch says when he was in high school,dwegttt it might be different. The world might
change more than it has. Maybe that's what makesdar up when he talks about West
Charlotte High. A grief for the hope of what midfdave been. A grief for those high school years
when it seemed like people could get beyond radegahalong.

Trosch: | guess as good as we can get in this society'sttvhat it was. | don't want to quote
Martin Luther King, but you know he says you cdre tnountaintop? We weren't on the
mountaintop. But you could kind of see it off iretlistance.

Stephen Smith: An Imperfect Revolution was produced by CatheWister and Kate Ellis. The
editor was Mary Beth Kirschner. Technical help frGmaig Thorsen. The RadioWorks team
includes: Sasha Aslanian, Ochen Kaylan, Ellen Garettaurie Stern, Katherine Lewis,
Courtney Stein, and Joel Grostephan. At Americadnli® W edia, Brad Robideau and Nick
Kereakos.

I'm Stephen Smith.
To see the effect of school desegregation in atities around the country, and to hear this

program again, visit our Web site, AmericanRadiokgawrg. There, you can find all of our past

programs, and subscribe to our podcast, publio @ocumentaries when you want them. That's
at AmericanRadioWorks.org.
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